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?he §econq point of interest is that the 163 had apparently featured
in the finale of a Challenge Anneka programme when Anneka Rice
undertook the restoration of the Patti Pavilion in Swansea and th
163 was used.to play Adelina Patti’s recording of ‘Home Sweet Home'e
I have a clip of Gracie Fields singing along with one of her owﬁ
reco;ds at the Hayes factory in 1933 with a very similar gramophone
:nd it woulQ be good to have a copy of the Challenge Anneka pProgramme
rom some sixty years later with the 163 still doing its stuff If
any readers happen to have recorded the programme in question I ;ould
be most grateful of a copy and would reimburse any expenses, etc.

Some of my earliest memories are of my father i i i
and popular songs and ballads on hi:'Colombi:}2§gggn§§§ratlf ::;ii
) hgve the gramophone and his 300 or so immaculate records (élayed onl
with thorn needles) plus now one or two other machines includin thy
163 and a fgrther 6000 or so records. These I have yet to cata?o :
and am looking forward to getting to grips with this when I retirgu-
at the moyent they are being sorted by label. Life without 78’s i
almost unimaginable, I have been listening to and enjoying them foi
soye 60 years. May I end by thanking Jack for the ‘Historic Record’
which has added much new interest in recent years. o

Alan Davis

The Rectory, Great Chart, Ashford, Kent. TN23 3AY

THE CITY OF LONDON PHONOGRAPH SOCIETY

The City of tondon Phonograph Society was founded in 1919
apd as such is the oldest known Society of its kind, The
first patron was Thomas A, Edison, the inventor of the
talking machine, Our present patron are Oliver Berliner

the grandson of the inventor of the gramophone ané
Kathleen Darby, daughter of W,S, Darby, Membership is

open to all who are interested in phonographs &
gramophones along with the cylinders and records
gssocxated with them, The society holds monthly meetings
in central London and the Regional Branches of the

Sotiety based in many areas of the country hold regular

neetings, Members also receive six issues of the

-Society's journal "Hillandale News" each year,

::;thi:e::::::s ?Adipp}ic:tion _for nembership from: The

KYlé iy ¥ arich", 2 Kirklands Park, Cupar, Fife
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Mike Comber, Dealer in old 78's. Issues auction lists. 5, St. Cuthbert's Road,

Deepdale, Preston PRS 5TH, Lancs.

Dr. R.E. Lotz, Jean Paul Str. 6, 5300 BON¥ 2, Germany. Regular postal auctions
of shellac rarities.

Christopher ¥orton-Velsh, Zieglergasse 32/10A. A-1070 V¥ien, Austria.
classical 78's and signed postcards.

Rhythm Rag, edited by Dave & Pat Cunningham, 8 Oakmont Drive, Vaterlooville,
Portsmouth, Hants. PO8 8TH. UK rate is £4.50 for 5 issues.

Talking Machine Review, edited by John ¥. Booth, 105,
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2HG. Price £3.00 per issue.

Vintage Light Music Society for collectors of 1light music on 78's.
Sec 4 Harvest Bank Rd., Vest Vickham, Kent

ist of

Sturdee Avenue,

Contact Hon.
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CONTINENTAL COLUMBIA 78rpm RECORDINGS - A DATING GUIDE
by Peter Copeland. Part One.

As usual with my more complicated Dating Guides, the above title is misleading, because it
would take too much space to do it properly ! First, let me expand on that word "Continental.” 1
shall tell you about Columbia records made for overseas markets, but controlled from (and often
pressed in) British factories. (I dealt with the British issues in Historic Record Number 8, June
1988). From the mid-~1920s, Columbia engineers travelled to many parts of the Old World coliecting
sound recordings; but even after indigenous studios and factories had been established, the British
headquarters kept track of what they were up to. I shall exclude Japan and the American continent,
where the U.S. company or its owners were in control.

Next, that word "Columbia." This was the main label of the (British) Columbia Graphophone
Company, but my dating-guide will also work for their cheaper "Regal” recordings made on the
continent. In Spain the Columbia trademark belonged to the American company, so the Regal tradename
was used exclusively. In 1928 Columbia took over the French Pathé company, but I shall not be
considering recordings for the Pathé label here. On st March 1931 English Columbia amalgamated
with its rival The Gramophone Company Ltd. to form Electrical & Musical Industries Ltd., and by the
end of 1932 the master-recordings had either been destroyed or moved to the latter’s Hayes factory.
However, E.M.I kept the old tradename going (probably to dispel the monopoly image), and some
Columbia matrixes were used for a few Parlophone and HMV records; this dating-guide will work for
those as well.

Now to that dreadful phrase "78rpm.” Most Columbia records were officially made at 80rpm until
1st September 1927, but these are included. I use the phrase only to distinguish my subject-matter
from LPs and 45s.

Finally, that word "Recordings.” This does not mean I shall be guiding you about publication
dates, but only recording dates and locations. To do this, we shall use the matrix-numbers printed
on the label and pressed into the shellac (usually at "six o’clock” with respect to the label).

In many respects the Gramophone and Columbia companies had different procedures, which
sometimes caused troubles after the merger. The conventional matrix numbers just mentioned were
allocated by the recording engineers themselves, which is why they are so useful for dating
purposes. The Gramophone Company kept their metalwork on the shelves in matrix-number order; but
Columbia allocated a different Master Matrix Number to the metal as soon as it was separated from
the wax, and shelved the metal in Master Matrix Number order. (This is the number sometimes found
at "twelve o’clock” with respect to the label). Much of my information has been taken from Master
Matrix Cards, but it seems many recording-dates were taken from the "Recording Sheets” in  ~
retrospect, giving the recording-date of the published version without saying which "take" it was.
Furthermore the engineers sometimes gave the clerks very incomplete information about their
activities. In one notorious case, the clerks dutifully noted that 234 ten-inch and 65 twelve-inch
recordings had been made in Turkey on 27th October 1927! In this case, the lowest-numbered batch
was received from Stamboul on 26th September 1927, which at least indicates the latest possible day
the sessions started in Turkey. I have marked such anomalies with the word (sic).

Columbia did not show "take numbers” on pressings until the Hayes factory took over. In
principle, this dating-guide only works for "Take Ones”, and you do not usually know this before
1932. Fortunately the majority of Continental recording-sessions were "do-or-die,” meaning that if
something went wrong, the engineers didn’t do retakes when they next came to town. (Milan opera
recordings were the principal exception). On the other hand, some locations (notably Cape Town)
seem to have had a rule that every title should be recorded perfectly TWICE. Therefore my
dating-guide will give the right answers for Take Two’s as well, and I have marked such sessions
with the symbol (*2).

There were no letter-prefixes until May 1923, when a new prefix "A" was introduced to
distinguish London recordings from American ones, which also lacked prefixes. But it was soon found
that other countries had the same difficulty which Britain had had with America ("What’s the next
number?"). So other letters were used for other countries (they later grew to two letters); but if
a particular country did not generate a continuing stream of indigenious recordings, they had no
letter-prefixes at all. This might have been because American-made recordings dominated these
markets after natives of those countries emigrated to the New World. The provenances can be
distinguished because "British continental” recordings have matrix-numbers with upright characters,
while "American" numbers appear on the shellac in large curly italics.

Another difference was that Columbia numbered their ten-inch matrixes and their twelve-inch
matrixes in different series. (This means my dating-guide is twice the usual size!) Twelve-inch
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matrixes would be distinguished by an X following the prefix. Thus A123 and AX123 would be quite
different London recordings made on different dates, the former ten-inch, and the latter

twelve-inch. Upforuma&ely this system started to break down after the second World War, as
engineers wearing two "hats” (marked HMV and Columbia) gave up trying to operate the two separate
systems in alien countries. But in some places there were also eight-inch and six-inch records,

with U or Y instead of X.

There is a final complication. I cannot list the various series in strict alphabetical order,

because from 1925 new letters were stuck on the FRONT of the prefix, if any. When the Western
Electric recording system was adopted a W was added; thus AX1077 was followed by WAX1078.
(The W is sometimes located at "three o’clock” with respect to the label). Then in 1931, Columbia
engineers developed their own electrical recording system, which had the letter C; thus WBU218 was
followed by CBU219. To keep some semblance of logic in all this, my tables are in alphabetical
order of the "country code." I apologise if this makes it less easy to find things.

This information has been taken from many sources, some "official” and some "unofficial,” and

it hasn’t always agreed. I have frequently exercised "editorial judgement” to resolve
contradictions. I know this will upset serious discographers, but I must remind you this is only a
dating GUIDE. (I have preserved the sources of all my information, so if anyone wants to query

an

ything, they can write to me). I have also attempted to delineate the summer and Christmas

breaks, which caused blips in the flow of numbers. And you should remember that large sets of
records (symphonies, concertos, etc.) might be GIVEN matrix-numbers in numerical order, although
not necessarily be RECOR_.DED in numerical order. I have continued until the matrix numbers cease to
be chronological, or the discs cease to be 78s, whichever came first; I have not stopped merely
because the sounds were mastered on tape rather than disc.

20003 to 20055
20101 to 20252
20297 to 20490
20550 to 20729
21001 to 21156
22001 to 22234
22235 to 22636
22637 to 23000
23151 to 23152
23501 to 23891
24001 to 24284
24292 to 24300
24601 to 24630
33003 to 33036
33102 to 33194
33195 to 33384
37001 to 37062
37601 to 37896
39001 to 39215
39217 to 39658
44004 to 44175
44179 to 44237
44243 to 44297
44299 to 44318
44320 to 44420
44421 to 44426
44427 to 44577
44582 to 44583
44662 to 44774
44889 to 44972
44998 to 44999
53001 to 53152
62301 to 62424

"No-Prefix”" Number Blocks - (ten-inch)

Athens, 5th August 1927 (sic)

Milan (for Greece), 3rd March 1928 (sic, but dating back to at least 27th Feb) .
Athens, 22nd and 24th January 1929 (sic, but dating back to at least 24th Nov)
Athens, September and October 1929

Persia, 24th December 1928 to 4th February 1929

Turkey, 27th October 1927 (sic, but dating back to at least 26th September 1927)
Constantinople, June 1928

Stamboul, 13th July 1929 to 8th August 1929

Singapore, 12th March 1929

Beirut, 13th October 1929 to 2nd November 1929

Stamboul, 8th to 27th August 1929

Milan (for Turkey), circa January 1930

Stockholm (for Norway), 6th December 1928

Brussels, 16th to 27th September 1929

Madagascar, before 9th January 1930

Madagascar, before 14th March 1930

Reval, Estonia, July 1928

Scutari, Albania, November 1929 (37700-37722 28th Nov)

Surabaya, Java, 16th October to 11th November 1928

Surabaya, Java, 25th March 1929 to 14th June 1929

Sweden, 16th August 1927 (sic, but dating back to at least 11th August)
London (for Sweden), 22nd to 27th February 1928

Sweden, June 1928

Sweden, July 1928 (before 3rd July)

Sweden, 23th August 1928 to 3rd October 1928 (not in order)

Copenhagen (for Sweden), June 1928

Stockholm (for Sweden), 4th December 1928 to 5th January 1929 (not in order)
London (for Sweden), 16th and 17th. April 1929

Helsinki (for Sweden), 23rd to 28th May 1929

Helsinki (for Sweden), 27th November 1929 to 3rd December 1929
Stockholm, 9th December 1929

Casablanca, 25th May 1929 to 3rd June 1929

London (for Africa), 3rd September 1928 to 19th October 1928

_29_

63025 to 63356 Zanzibar, 8th February 1930 to 13th March 1930

63358 to 63493 Dar-es-Salaam, 26th March 1930 to 9th April 1930

64602 to 64683 Indo-China (Cambodian language), 24th to 28th December 1928
80001 to 80431 Colombo, 17th July 1929 to 16th August 1929.

"No-Prefix” Number Blocks - (twelve-inch)

€EEE

24751 to 24770 Athens, October 1929

32001 to 32065 Constantinople, 27th October 1927 (sic, but dating back to at Jeast 26th Sept)
32066 t0 32109 Constantinople, June 1928

34901 to 34910 Sweden, June 1928

37301 to 37322 Madagascar, 1929

37323 to 37324 Madagascar, 1930 (before 14th March)

39401 to 39430 Persia, 31st December 1928 to 4th February 1929

47501 to 47520 Surabaya, Java, 1st and 5th November 1928

49003 to 49011 Haiphong, French Indo-China, 15th and 18th January 1929

52001 to 52038 Brussels, 17th to 28th September 1929
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WAX Series (Twelve-inch)
(English series, used for the following recordings made on the continent).

WAX 1538 to 1549 Amsterdam, May 1926

WAX 2837 to 2844 Amsterdam, 10th June 1927

WAX 2994 to 3008 Bayreuth, 15th August 1927

WAX 3009 to 3031 Bayreuth, 23rd August 1927

WAX 3629 to 3646 Amsterdam, 10th and 12th May 1928

WAX 3934 to 3953 and 3970 to 3987 Bayreuth, July 1928

WAX 5034 to 5048 Amsterdam, between 6th June and 3rd July 1929

CAL Series (Ireland, ten-inch)

CAL 91to 98 13th March 1939

CAL 219to 224 24th November 1939

CAL 245to 253 3rd to 6th September 1940

CAL 343 to 384 25th March 1945 to 8th June 1945 (*2)
CAL 391 to 396 5th January 1949
CAL 501 to 506 Newtown, Co.Tipperary, 30th December 1953
CAL 507 to 511 Jury’s Hotel, Dublin, 13th April 1954

CAL 512 to 517 Dublin, 20th October 1956

CAL 518to 521 Abbey Road, London, shortly before 2nd June 1959

B, WB, and CB Series (Italy, ten-inch)
Although not always explicitly given in surviving documentation,
"Milan" can be assumed unless otherwise stated; "Italy” means Milan OR Naples.

B 59 Milan, 5th June 1923
B 456to 457 London, 12th June 1924
944 to 989 Milan, 22nd February 1926 to 9th March 1926
1016 and 1031 London, 20th May and 11th August 1926
1088 to 1119 Milan, 25th September 1926 to 9th October 1926
1203 to 1208 28th and 29th January 1927
1274 to 1383 11th to 29th April 1927
1489 to 1531 18th to 29th August 1927
1613 to 1750 1st to 24th November 1927
1757 to 2040 27th Januvary 1928 to 11th June 1928
2047 to 2262 15th September 1928 to 14th December 1928
2285 to 2724 17th January 1929 to 8th July 1929
2769 to 3028 11th September 1929 to 16th December 1929
3036 to 3894 13th January 1930 to 9th December 1930
3895 to 4446 10th January 1931 to 14th December 1931
4447 to 4731 2nd Janvary 1932 to 4th July 1932
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WB 4732 to 5076
WB 5077 to 5485
WB 5486 to 5599
CB 5600 to 5776
CB 5777 to 6217
CB 6218 to 6541
CB 6542 to 7033
CB 7034 to 7282
CB 7283 to 7793
CB 7794 to 7978
CB 7979 to 8332
CB 8333 to 8562
CB 8563 to 8877
CB 8878 to 9111
CB 9112 to 9457
CB 9458 to 9673
CB 9674 to 9880

CB 12755 to 12897
CB 12898 to 13030
CB 13031 to 13104
CB 13105 to 13132
CB 13133 to 13217
CB 13218 to 13328
CB 13329 to 13497
CB 13498 to 13501
CB 13502 to 13532
CB 13533 to 13576
CB 13577 to 13602
CB 13603 to 13663
CB 13664 to 13854
CB 13855 to 13889
CB 13890 to 14052
CB 14053 to 14209
CB 14216 to 14399
CB 14400 to 14692
CB 14693 to 14888
CB 14891 to 14937
CB 14938 to 15007
CB 15008 to 15072

CB 15073 to 15088

WBU 181to 182
WBU 189to0 212
WBU 213t0 218
CBU 219to 250
CBU 251to 268
CBU 269 to 330
CBU 331to 377
CBU 378to 444
CBU 445to 466
CBU 467 to 503
CBU 510to 543
CBU 544 to 579
CBU 580to 615
CBU 616to 672
CBU 673to 704
CBU 705t0 730

-30-

18th August 1932 to 29th December 1932
3rd January 1933 to 11th July 1933

28th August 1933 to 11th October 1933
13th October 1933 to 14th December 1933
3rd January 1934 to 10th July 1934

29th August 1934 to 31st December 1934
3rd January 1935 to 11th July 1935

12th August 1935 to 16th December 1935
7th January 1936 to 15th July 1936

18th August 1936 to 15th December 1936
8th January 1937 to 27th July 1937

30th August 1937 to 17th December 1937
5th January 1938 to 27th July 1938

31st August 1938 to 30th December 1938
3rd January 1939 to 26th July 1939

23rd August 1939 to 27th December 1939
2nd January 1940 to 10th May 1940

(A gap in our knowledge for this period)

22nd January 1951 to 20th July 1951

21st September 1951 to 29th November 1951
24th January 1952 to 24th March 1952
Cosenza, 24th March to 1st April 1952
Milan, 27th March 1952 to 16th July 1952
10th September 1952 to 23rd December 1952
9th January 1953 to 20th July 1953

8th & 9th September 1953

Naples, 9th June to 27th July 1953

Milan, 11th September to 21st October 1953
Naples, 22nd September to 8th October 1953

Milan, 21st October 1953 to 29th December 1953
8th January 1954 to 28th June 1954 (not in numerical order)

Naples. 5th July to 7th August 1954

Italy, 9th August 1954 to 23rd December 1954 (not numerical)

Italy, 11th January 1955 to 17th June 1955
Italy, Ist July 1955 to 23rd December 1955
Italy, 1956 (very irregular)

Italy, 4th January 1957 to 24th July 1957

Italy, 16th September 1957 to 18th December 1957

Italy, 15th January 1958 to 30th July 1958

Italy, 21st August 1958 to 30th December 1958

Italy, 3rd to 27th January 1959
WBU and CBU series (Milan, eight-inch)

19th April 1932

5th to 17th May 1933

7th to 26th September 1933
22nd January 1934 to 5th May 1934
3rd to 18th November 1934

18th January 1935 to 11th July 1935

16th August 1935 to 13th December 1935
7th January 1936 to 20th May 1936

19th September 1936 to 19th November 1936
7th January 1937 to 13th May 1937
23rd September 1937 to 15th November 1937
27th January 1938 to 2nd May 1938
30th August 1938 to 9th November 1938
13th January 1939 to 30th June 1939
20th September 1939 to 16th December 1939
3rd February 1940 to 11th April 1940
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BX, WBX and CBX Series (twelve-inch)

Although not always explicitly given in surviving documentation,

BX 1 and

BX 4

BX 5to

BX 16 and
WBX 18to
WBX 29to
WBX 82to
WBX 136 to
WBX 209 to
WBX 319 to
WBX 461 to
WBX 641 to
WBX 769 to
WBX 942 to
WBX 1168 to
WBX 1257 to
WBX 1273 to
WBX 1305 to
CBX 1323 to
CBX 1331 to
CBX 1341
CBX 1342 to
CBX 1386 to
CBX 1407 to
CBX 1416 to
CBX 1418 to
CBX 1420 to
CBX 1427 to
CBX 1432 to
CBX 1442 to

CBX 1551 to
CBX 1591 to

CBX 1661 to
CBX 1673 to
CBX 1679 to

BY 1to
BY 58to
BY 86to

"Milan" can be assumed unless otherwise stated.

2 London, 29th June 1923
Milan, 4th March 1925
15 Milan, 28th May 1925 to 11th June 1925
17 London, 13th and 16th July 1925
27 Milan, 12th March 1926 to 20th March 1926
81 4th September 1926 to 18th December 1926
135 27th January 1927 to 3rd May 1927
208 19th August 1927 to 24th November 1927
318 14th January 1928 to 11th June 1928
460 24th September 1928 to 18th December 1928
636 19th January 1929 to 8th July 1929
747 19th September 1929 to 17th December 1929
940 11th January 1930 to 12th December 1930
1165 24th January 1931 to 5th December 1931
1256 13th February 1932 to 14th June 1932
1271 26th September 1932 to 13th October 1932
1304 21st January 1933 to 6th July 1933
1322 19th September 1933 to 18th October 1933
1330 7th to 12th December 1933
1340 7th February 1934 to 3rd July 1934
29th August 1934

1385 12th February 1935 to 12th June 1935
1395 7th August 1935 to 12th December 1935
1415 27th February 1936 to 1st July 1936
1417 22nd December 1936
1419 18th March 1937
1426 25th September 1937 to 21st October 1937
1431 1st and 5th July 1938
1441 11th October 1938 to 16th December 1938
1461 4th May 1939 to 15th June 1939

(A gap in our knowledge of dates here)
1590 Teatro dell Opera, Rome; 25th July 1946 to 9th August 1946 (*2)
1600 Argentina Theatre, Milan; 9th to 16th December 1946

(no definite dates known here)

1672 8th February 1951 to 11th May 1951
1676 12th October 1951
1682 S5th January 1952 and 30th April 1953.

BY, WBY, and CBY series (six-inch)
57 Milan, 26th May 1923 to 3rd November 1923

85 London, 4th December 1923 to 6th March 1924
108 Milan, 26th January 1924 to 7th February 1924

BY 117,118 & 119London, 6th, 12th & 25th March 1924

BY 120to

BY 138 to

BY 148 to
WBY 153 to
WBY 387 to
CBY 432 to
CBY 440 to
CBY 464 to
CBY 482 to
CBY 488 to
CBY 496 to

136 Milan, 13th May 1924 to 22nd October 1924
147 London, 6th & 7th February 1925

151 Milan, 18th June 1925

165 Milan, 9th to 16th March 1926

431 Milan, 30th March 1933 to 1st June 1933
439 Milan, 20th and 21st November 1933

463 Milan, 2nd March 1934 to 5th May 1934

481 Milan, 3rd to 18th November 1934

487 Milan, 16th October and 11th November 1935
495 Milan, 19th May 1936 to 4th June 1936

504 Milan, 5th January 1937 to 18th November 1937

































